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mostly from old prints, and contains a bibliography. It may be highly recom- 
mended as a background for the study of this region. The salient points of the 
story of the Lakes are emphasized, but "no minute and exhaustive chronicle has 
been attempted." Robert Marshall Brown. 

England and the English from an American Point of View- 
By Price Collier. 434 pp. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1909. $1.50. 
Mr. Collier has a style which pleases ; it is what one may call very' readable, 
though his writing at times has a vivacity which sets the reader questioning 
whether the plain facts of the case are not over seasoned with mere style. He 
has, as it appears, lived with the English, has seen and studied them when they 
have been on guard and off guard. He has the fashion of writing with a con- 
vincing air, and if you yourself have seen the English in their island home and 
have received impressions which you could not well classify and arrange, you 
will be helped by Mr. Collier's lucid analysis. 

His "First Impressions" are, indeed, strikingly presented; but, perhaps, like 
most writers who undertake the portrayal of the manners and customs — all that, 
indeed, goes to make up the life of a people other than the writer's own — he sees 
much that goes to make up what we call national traits with eyes and judgment 
too serious. He is not one of them, and is often looking "at them rather than 
with them." 

As a "Land of Compromises," Mr. Collier finds here much to criticise in state, 
church and social life; but he admits that "it is difficult with such people to dis- 
cover what are their ideals, what are their real likes and dislikes." 

Though writing a chapter on the topic "Are the English dull," he answers 
this, as a question, with an emphatic negative, and he takes occasion to praise 
what he calls their "steadiness," which many are inclined to interpret as dullness. 
The author is one who has been trained to see far more than the average person 
can or does see of the environment in which he may be placed. He is alert both 
to see, to hear, and to form judgments. There is an excellent chapter on "Sport," 
as there is an illuminating one on "An English Country Town." 

E. L. Stevenson. 

The Lombard Communes. A History of the Republics of Northern Italy. 
By W. F. Butler. 495 pp., Illustrations, Maps, and Index. Imported by 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906. $3.75. 
It is not an easy task to find one's way through the period of Italian history 
here under consideration. There were great general movements in those cen- 
turies which one can well and truly call peninsular or Italian, but there was so 
much of local coloring, so much that was strikingly individual in the social and 
political life* of the many city-states, especially of central and northern Italy, 
that very clear and logical thinking and planning is essential for the one who 
successfully tells the story of the period. Professor Butler has done his work 
remarkably well. He has read his Muratori, Lanzani, Ferrari and others with 
care, though not always agreeing with the conclusions of the last two named. 
To the theory by these advanced, — a theory very generally accepted, — that the 
internal feuds of the Italian cities of the period were the results of an antagonism 
between the civic nobility, who had imbibed Roman ideas, and the country 
nobility, forced to come and live within the walls of the cities, Professor Butler 
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takes exception, and for the reason, as he asserts, that it would be practically im- 
possible to find an instance in which the party faction clearly represents the 
original civic aristocracy and the other the conquered country nobles. 

After telling us what Lombardy is, and briefly describing its geographical 
features, with special reference to the location of the several cities which dot this 
great northern plain, he then explains those movements by which the Bishops 
began to acquire temporal authority, a clear understanding of which is so essen- 
tial in tracing the rise of republican institutions in Lombardy. In the opinion of 
the reviewer the beginnings of the free republics of this region are nowhere more 
clearly and concisely set forth than in the first four or five chapters of this work. 

The Lombard League, in its struggles with the Emperor Frederick, claims 
at least six chapters, or near one-half of the book. Through a consideration of 
the party strifes of Guelf and Ghibeline which follow the wars of the League, 
we have it clearly set forth, without too much detail, how the despots at length 
appeared upon the scene as real liberators, who temporarily, at least, rescued 
the land from the destructive violence of party strife. We have, indeed, in this 
work a scholarly and readable account of the later mediaeval centuries of north- 
ern Italian history, through which we pass directly into the important period of 
the Renaissance. 

The illustrations of the work are excellent, directing attention in the main to 
the architecture of the period. The well-drawn maps are intended to represent 
territorial boundaries, within the region under consideration, at intervals of about 
thirty years from the beginning of the thirteenth century to the middle of the 
fourteenth. E. L. Stevenson. 

lie Morvan. fitude de Geographie humaine. Par le capitaine J. Levainville, 
Docteur de l'Universite de Bordeaux. 305 pp., 44 figures et cartes, 40 
phototypics et 4 dessins hors texte. Armand Colin, Paris, 1909. Fr. io. 
The features which make a geographical unit of the Morvan "country" are 
mainly negative; it is the country deprived of all that makes the neighboring 
countries attractive. While it has never formed a political or ecclesiastical pro- 
vince — a circumstance which it has in common with several of the most important 
"countries" of France, — its location and extent are determined by a consensus of 
popular opinion which, all over the adjoining countries of Nivernais and Bur- 
gundy, designates the hilly solitudes which separate the latter as the "bad coun- 
try" in opposition to their own prosperity and possibilities. War has never 
penetrated into these hills, where no booty of any value would reward the victor ; 
nor, on the other hand, has the progress of modern thought and civilisation. Its 
only connection with the fate of the larger country was made through the 
soldiers which it furnished to the armies of the King, and the wood that was 
shipped from the forests to heat the people's homes. Geologically, Morvan is 
one of the "old" countries of France; it belongs to the belt of crystalline rocks 
which traverses France from Brittany to the Vosges, and its boundaries cor- 
respond on the West, North, and East, to the line of contact — often en- 
hanced by faults — between these "primary" rocks (e. g., Archseean to Permian) 
and the sedimentary rocks of "secondary" origin; toward the South the line of 
demarcation is less distinct. A border zone of liassic remnants adjoins the 
Morvan proper on the North and East; the lower northern half (Bas Morvan) 
is an old dissected peneplain in process of rejuvenation, while the southern and 



